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Front Cover

DRILLING IN THE KAVANGO BASIN IN NAMIBIA

Speak up for those who have no voice, for justice of all who are dispossessed.
Proverbs 31:8

The cover of the Season of Creation booklet reflects on the call by Anglican bishops to stop
drilling in the Kavango Basin in Namibia. The Bishop of Namibia, Luke Pato, called for a
petition to halt the drilling by Canadian Company ReconAfrica.

The drilling threatens the Okavango Delta which is a World Heritage and Ramsar Wetland
Site, a key biodiversity area and one of the seven natural wonders of Africa. The region is
home to the largest remaining population of African elephants, 400 species of birds and is a
sanctuary for many other animals.

The oil exploration violates the rights of the San people under the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous people.

Drilling operations threaten to pollute water sources. Water is a scarce and precious
commodity in Namibia, the driest country south of the Sahara.

The Bishops of ACSA were supported by Anglican Bishops from Canada and the Anglican
Indigenous Network in calling for a halt to the drilling. They called upon the international
community to support Namibia and Botswana to develop renewable energy systems and
help safeguard the precious Okavango ecosystem.
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First Reading: Esther 7:1-6,9-10; 9:20-22
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Gospel: Mark 9: 38-50
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First reading: Job 1:1; 2:1-10

Psalm 26

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Gospel: Mark 10 : 2-16




FOREWORD
‘0lIKOS’- A HOME FOR ALL

The theme for this year’s international Season of
Creation is “Oikos- a home for all”. Oikos is a Greek
word meaning ‘house’ or ‘home’.

COVID-19 has
interconnected, we share one common home. And

taught us that we are all

our common home is under threat. The web of life
is unravelling. In one generation, the population size
of mammals, birds, fish and reptiles has dropped
by two thirds. By 2050 there will be more plastic
in the oceans than fish. Climate Change is pushing
millions into poverty. There is no Planet B.

Scientiststellusthatthisdecadeis of vitalimportance
for the Planet — we have a very short window of
opportunity to keep the rise in temperature to
below 1.5 degrees. Otherwise, increasingly severe
heatwaves, fires, floods and droughts are coming
our way with dire impacts for many countries — we
face a climate change catastrophe. Our home is
under threat.

This year 2021 is an important year for our common
home. Six years ago, 2015 in Paris, 196 nations
came together and for the very first time recognised
not only that our Common home is at risk from
Climate change, but that we must all contribute to
protecting it. Each country agreed to make a pledge
to cut their carbon emissions. These pledges were
a very positive start but were not enough. Even if
all nations fulfil their commitments, we will not keep
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temperature rise below 1.5 degrees C. This year, in
Glasgow, the nations will meet at again at COP26 and
they must deepen those commitments significantly.
What happens in Glasgow may determine what kind
of world our children will grow up in...

Please explore the global Ecumenical Season of
Creation resource on www.seasonofcreation.org for
resources and many ideas of how to get involved!

This Season of Creation we will explore the meaning
of the word ‘oikos’ - our home. It is a word with
great significance because oikos is the root word
for three important terms: Economy, Ecology and
Ecumenical. This points us to the interconnections
between God’s creation, economic justice and the
role of the Church community.

During the five weeks of this Season of Creation we
will consider five themes:

Economy - God’s rules for our Common Home
Ecology - Protecting our Common Home
Ecumenism - The family of God in our Common
Home

Pray and Act for our Common Home

St Francis - Hope for our Common Home

Rev Dr Rachel Mash,
Environmental Coordinator
Anglican Church of Southern Africa

Pray and Act for our common home
Rev Mkhuseli Lujabe

Hope for our Common Home

Rev Dr Rachel Mash
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Five Movements of the Liturgy

The following five movements form the order of the liturgy: God gathers us, Service of the Word,
Responding to the Word, Service of the Table and Commissioning.

e The Gathering: The congregation is welcomed, and the theme of the service is introduced.
The penitence can be positioned here, or it may follow the sermon.

e The Proclamation of God’s word: Here the word of God is read and preached.

e The affirmation of our Faith can be an important part of the Proclamation

e Responding to God’s word: Prayers of the People are included here. Creative responses
such as drama, liturgical dance or short video clips can be used. The penitence may follow
the word.

e The peace may be shared according to custom

e Celebrating at the Table: Natural elements can be used, either a whole loaf or small rolls.
This could be baked by a family. Local wine can be used.

e Sending out: Post Communion prayers, prayers of commitment on the theme of the day
and a blessing.

This Season of Creation we are using the readings from the Revised Common Lectionary rather
than themes. Each section contains sermon notes and liturgical resources.

SEASON OF CREATION



FIRST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR THE
SEASON OF CREATION

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God
of all of Creation

It is right to give God thanks and
praise

You spoke the Word and all that is in
heaven and on the earth, all things,
came to be. Your Spirit hovered over
the primal elements, and you brought
forth life in forms innumerable, including
this our fragile earth, and we amongst
its inhabitants.

As our past is in you, so our hope for
the future rests with you. As we have
turned from your way, so we turn again
to the warmth of your love. Through you
all things are brought to new life.

And now we give you thanks for the
glories of your creation given into our
care, and for the opportunities we have
to share that richness with all your
people.

And so with the wonders of creation and
the songs of praise of all your creatures
both in heaven and on earth we praise
you now and forever saying:

Holy, holy...

In the night that Jesus was betrayed, he
took bread, work of human hands, gift
of our earth, and gave thanks to God.
He broke the bread to speak to us of
the breaking of his body upon the cross.
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He gave it to his friends and said:

Take and eat, for this is my body
which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.

He took the wine, work of human hands,
gift of our earth, and gave thanks to
God, Creator. He poured out the wine
to speak to us of the pouring out of his
blood. He gave it to his friends saying:

This is my blood of the new covenant,
shed for you and for all creation for
the forgiveness of sins. Every time
you drink of the wine, do this in
remembrance of me.

So we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

Therefore God, we who seek
your reconciliation; we who need
reconciliation one with another; we who
hope for reconciliation with all creation,
draw close to this mystery.

In being broken, poured out and buried,
life sprang forth again. In the breaking,
there is an opening up; in the pouring
out, there are the roots of sharing; in
death and burial, there is the seed of
the new life to come.

As we look in our world, in our lives, and
in our hearts, for his second coming,
keep us close to this vision that we
have seen. Through the giving in the



bread and wine, reconcile us to our
world. Send upon us, and upon all your
creation, the life-giving Spirit who first
moved upon the waters of the deep.
Stir in us the creative and redeem the
destructive. Unite us with you through
the body and blood of your Son, your
Word made flesh.

By whom, and with whom and in whom,
in the unity of your Creative Spirit,
with all that has been, is, and will be
in your universe, we stand before you
and worship you, God of all, in songs of
everlasting praise,

Blessing and honour and glory and
power be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer etc

Final blessing

Go out into the world rejoicing,

and encounter the Creator who waits to
meet you there;

Rejoice in its richness and diversity and
live as those who praise God for its
bounty;

and the blessing of the Creator God,
the Eternal Father, the Risen Son and
the Promised Holy Spirit

bless you that you might be a blessing
to others today and always.

Amen

SECOND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR THE
SEASON OF CREATION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts

We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and
praise.

We thank and praise you almighty
Father. In wisdom you guide the course
of the world and cherish us with all
tender care.

We thank you that we can come together
around this table in the name of Jesus
your Son, the first born of all creation. In
him all things were created, visible and
invisible, and all things hold together in
him.

We thank you that you have sent your
Holy Spirit to make of us a new
community of faith to serve you within
your creation.

And now we give you thanks because
you have given the earth into our care,
and call us to praise you day by day for
the marvels of your creation.

And so with the wonders of creation and

the songs of praise of all your creatures

both in heaven and on earth we join in

one great act of awe and adoration:
Holy, holy, holy...

God of all creation, send your Spirit
upon the goodness of the earth, and
upon these gifts of bread and wine, that

h
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in them we may recognize and receive
the fullness of the Risen Christ: bread
broken and wine poured, Body given,
and Blood shed.

On the night he sat at table with his
disciples and with them recalled the
wonder of your creation and the wonder
of your covenant with your chosen
people, He took bread, gave you thanks,
blessed it and broke it, saying:

Take this all of you and eat it. This is
my Body, which will be given up for
you.

In the same way he took the cup and
giving you thanks and praise, He gave
the cup to his disciples and said:

Take this all of you and drink from it,
this is the cup of my Blood, the Blood
of the new and everlasting covenant.
It will be shed for you and for all so
that sins may be forgiven. Do this in
memory of me.

So we proclaim the mystery of faith
Christ has died

Christ is risen

Christ will come again

As we remember the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we celebrate the goodness of the earth,
our companionship in this world and

the sharing of all skills and arts that
enrich our lives. We share the cup of our
humanity matured over the unnumbered
centuries of the long struggle that has
gone into making of this world; our living
and dying, our fears and our hopes.

Together with those who have drawn
sustenance from this soil, those with
whom we share it, and those to whom
we pass it on, we share this bread and
raise this cup in fulfiiment of the Lord’s
command: through him, with him, in him
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory
and honour is yours, Almighty Father,
forever and ever

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer etc
Final blessing

Go forth confident in the hope in which
you have been saved:

praise God in all creation:

follow Christ through whom all things are
made:

in the power of the Spirit become a
beacon of hope to the world:

and the blessing of the Creator God,
the Eternal Father, the Risen Son and
the promised Holy Spirit bless you that
you might be a blessing to others today
and always. Amen

Authorised for use in the Anglican Church of Southern Africa by the Synod of Bishops
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CHURCH IN CREATION

As we move back into our buildings, there are still concerns around health risks with
COVID19. What better time than to take our services outside during the month of
September and to worship God in Creation. Here are some practical suggestions.

1. REGULAR SERVICE - TAKEN OUTDOORS

If you hold your regular Sunday service outdoors, here are a few things to bear in mind

e Seating - if you don’t have plastic chairs, ask people to bring camp chairs or sit on
blankets

e Music - it is often quite hard to sing without accompaniment, so do choose very well
known hymns or choruses.

e Preaching - sound is likely to be tricky so do keep the preaching very short

e Prayers/liturgy — to reduce paper, just print out the responses, or you can have a
few copies and ask people to take a photo with their cellphone take the challenge to
go as paperless as possible

e Weather: for the leader of the service, think about wind — candles will blow out and
papers blow around so be prepared! Ask people to dress warmly or bring sunhats as
required!

e Fun and fellowship — ask families to bring their picnics and combine with some fun!

2. CREATIVE CHURCH IN CREATION

This is an opportunity to be creative and to combine the service with a short walk, visit
to a place of beauty or environmental destruction

e Gather for some opening prayers. Keep the responses short so that you don’t need
extra papers.

e Walk in silence meditating on the prayers, gather together for the readings and
prayers, walking in between each section.

e Gather at a site of environmental degradation for the confession

e For the sermon/homily — a short message works best. You can then give people a
question to reflect on (can be written on a small piece of paper, or make a few copies
for people to copy on their cell phone), and then they find a place on their own to
sit to reflect.

e Singing- choose well known songs/hymns/ or a repetitive chant such as Taize music

e Consider those who will need to sit in a chair, and bring a few folding chairs for them

e |f you are leading Eucharist in Creation, you will need a backpack to bring all the
requirements (unbreakable!)

e End with fellowship snacks and fun!

SEASON OF CREATION



Economy: God’s
rules for our
Common Home
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The word ‘economy’ comes from two Greek
words - oikos-nomos, which means the
rules of the household. Economics is not an
academic subject for the experts, for when
we speak of God’s economy we are speaking
of the rules of the home, the world in which
we live, work and die. Economics means the
way that people relate to each other and who
has control of resources. We might consider
economics to be a ‘secular’ issue — but Jesus
spoke more about money than he did about
prayer. He recognised the power of ‘mammon’
over human beings.

Our current economic system has led to gross
inequalities. The world’s richest one percent
have more than twice as much wealth as the
poorest 6.9 billion people! The South African
riots and looting of July 2021 were fuelled by
anger at unemployment, hunger and inequality.

Rather than paying more tax, the wealthy and
their corporations are paying the lowest levels
of tax in decades. As governments cut tax for
the rich, they reduce money for vital services
like healthcare and education. We now have
a globalised competitive market, where
businesses, forced to compete internationally,
reduce labour costs by all means, in order to
provide profit to keep the shareholders rich.
Nations which used to have thriving industrial

D N
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“0lKOS-NOMOS”- THE RULES FOR THE HOME.

sectors outsource their production to nations
where workers are paid slave salaries. These
dynamics lead to poverty and inequality. The
rich earn interest from shares and the poor
pay interest on ever increasing debt. More and
more national income goes to company profits
and shareholders with less and less money
going to the workers.

Because of the competitive global market,
countries and businesses seek permanent
growth — leading to devastation of the Earth’s
biodiversity and increasing climate change, as
more and more fossil fuels are burnt to produce
cheap energy.

The oikos-nomos are the rules that should
guide our common home in the places where
ordinary people live. It is here that the effects
of economics are felt most deeply. During
COVID casual workers were made destitute
while stocks in internet-based companies
soared. The economics of God should focus
on meeting the needs of the whole family,
rather than meeting GDP targets.

Our global economic system must be tested
against God’s justice, the lives of the poor and
the wellbeing of the earth community — and it
is falling short. People and planet must now
come before profit.




LITURGY

First Reading
Proverbs 22;1-2; 8-9,
22-23

Psalm 125

Second Reading
James 2:1-10; (11-13),
14-17

Gospel
Mark 7:24-37

'‘Rich and poor have

this in common. The

LORD is the Maker of
them all.”

Prov 22: 2

A person with a
‘good eye’ does not
just send a cheque
to a faceless cause,

they feel the pain and
have compassion.

In God’'s economy
there is to be a
secure and just home
for all,

COLLECT

God, Creator of our common home,
your boundless love includes everyone.

Open our hearts and minds to your generous will
that we may proclaim Christ’s love and justice

through words and actions.

May we serve the needs of our neighbours
within the Community of all Creation
and may justice flow down like rivers. Amen

SERMON NOTES

Rev Sabelo Mthimkhulu, Diocese of Natal.

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23

Rich and poor have this in common:
The LORD is the Maker of them all.
Prov 22: 2

At first glance it seems the writer
is suggesting that since God is the
God of both rich and poor, it doesn’t
matter to God whether you suffer in
poverty or enjoy great wealth. Too
often such ideas can undermine
a concern for the poor, leading to
questions such as:

e Does God not care whether
I walk 10 km to school or
get driven for 1 km or less to
school?

e Does it not matter whether | use
5 litres of water or 100 litres of
water to bath?

e Does it not matter whether |
have a smartphone and laptop
or have no phone?

However, the writer is alert to what
we would today call the prosperity
gospel. The writer reminds us that
to share one’s food with the poor
will lead to blessing (v 9). Those
who give to the poor (v 9) will gain a
blessing, as opposed to those who
lend money, causing debt (v 7). The
generous one (v 9) is the one with a
‘good eye’ — meaning a person who

SEASON OF CREATION

sees and takes note of the needs
of the poor. A person with a ‘good
eye’ does not just send a cheque to
a faceless cause, they feel the pain
and have compassion.

It is interesting to read that the
generous soul ‘shares’ rather than
‘gives’, this indicates that they may
not have an abundance of wealth,
but they give because they see the
pain of the poor. By inviting the
poor to their own table, they are
nourishing the dignity of the poor
— there is a relationship between
them.

In verse 23 the LORD takes up the
cause of the poor, God “prosecutes”
the legal cases of the poor, seizing
the financial assets of the abusive,
wealthy defendants.

If we were to follow the rules of
God’s household, we would know
that we are all equal and all made in
God’s image. God’s rules show that
those who share are blessed, and
that God stands firmly on the side
of the poor, and judges those who
abuse the vulnerable.

In God’s economy there is to be a
secure and just home for all.



Psalm 125

The sceptre of the wicked will not
remain over the land allotted to the
righteous, Psalm 125:3

The psalmist reminds the wicked
that their power is temporary at
best (v 3) and that evildoers will be
banished from the land which is the
place of Yahweh’s promise (v 5).

Verse 2 shows that God is the
sovereign over all of Creation and
firmly on the side of those who are
exploited, hungry or imprisoned (v
4-5).

God advocates for the alien, the
orphan and the widow, these
three categories are consistently
spoken of in Scripture. These are
the vulnerable — not only do they
need food security, but they also
need advocates to stand up for
their rights.

James 2: 1-10, 14-17

If you show special attention to the
person wearing fine clothes and
say, “Here’s a good seat for you,”
but say to the poor person, “Sit on
the floor by my feet” James 2:3

The writer offers a direct challenge
to the favouritism shown to the
wealthy especially in the church.
Such favouritism runs counter to
the way of God who chose those in
the margins, those the community
perceives to be “shabby and
unclean”. We are challenged to join
God on the margins, displaying our
commitment in action. God turns
our social systems upside down,
for God has chosen the poor in the
world to be rich in faith and to be
heirs of the kingdom (v 5).

The common impulse to show
generous hospitality to those who

need it the least and can repay it, or
to give priority to the wealthy in the
church as they are more likely to
give more in pledges, goes against
the values of the kingdom.

True faith will lead to a difference in
lifestyle and change our relationship
with our sisters and brothers. Those
who are needy and broken show us
the good news of the kingdom.

V15-17 is a direct challenge to us
in a world of climate injustice. It
is not enough to send ‘thoughts
and prayers’ to those impacted by
drought or extreme weather events.

Suppose a brother or a sister is
without clothes and daily food.
If one of you says to them, ‘Go
in peace; keep warm and well
fed,” but does nothing about their
physical needs, what good is it?
In the same way, faith by itself if it
is not accompanied by action, is
dead. James 2: 15-17

In a world of climate injustice,
where careless use of fossil fuels
leads to insecurity, disaster, and
suffering for the world’s poor and
marginalised, we can no longer
send ‘thoughts and prayers’ to
those who are victims of drought
and extreme weather events. We
must do something, take action,
both in terms of our carbon
footprint, but also to pressurize our
church institutions, our politicians
and our businesses to hear the cry
of the poor and hungry.

“Is it not the rich who are exploiting
you? Are they not the ones who are
dragging you into court?” v6

For those of us who live comfortable
lives, we can no longer live as if we
are ignorant of the links between
our comforts — built on exploitative
and unsustainable economic

God advocates for
the alien, the orphan
and the widow. ..
These are the
vulnerable — not only
do they need food
security, but they
also need advocates
to stand up for their
rights.

We are challenged
to join God on the
margins, displaying
our commitment in
action.

It is not enough to
send 'thoughts and
prayers’ to those
Impacted by drought
or extreme weather
events.

‘Is it not the rich who
are exploiting you?
Are they not the ones
who are dragging you
into court?’
James 2: 6

SEASON OF CREATION



Jesus was willing
not only to listen to
but also to to learn
from someone who
was excluded and
marginalized.

Women are rising
and challenging
powerful structures,
for the sake of their
children and for
Mother Earth.

practices - and the suffering of the
poor.

Mark 7: 24-37

“Lord heal the Sick, heal the Poor,
heal our Land”

Mark has placed two healing stories
together - the Syrophoenician
woman’s daughter and the deaf-
mute man. These two healings
take place as Jesus moves from
Jewish territory (the centre) to
Gentile territory (the margins).

The Syrophoenician woman and her
daughter both inhabit the margins
of society: firstly, they are women
and secondly, they are gentiles,
and as such, considered unclean.
Thirdly the daughter has demons
which makes her doubly unclean.

Regardless of all these barriers, the
woman risks rejection and comes
to Jesus and asks him to heal
her daughter. Disturbingly, Jesus
seems to discourage her, and even
refers to her as the “dog”. Not
deterred, she politely uses his own
argument to convince him “Sir,
even the little dogs under the table
eat the children’s crumbs”.

The deaf-mute man is also a
gentile. Once again boundaries
are crossed as Jesus spits on his
fingers and touches the man’s
tongue at a time when saliva was
considered unclean. But as was
the case with the Jewish leper in
Mk 1:40, the contagion is reversed,
and the man healed.

These two healings demonstrate
that Jesus’ mission reaches both
Jews and Gentiles, ‘clean’ and
‘unclean’, but with a particular
concern for the marginalized.

God does not conform to the norms

I I SEASON OF CREATION

of human institutions, whether
religious, social, or political.

Which are the marginalized voices
that we should listen to today?
Sometimes we are tempted to move
directly to advocacy - to speak for
the voiceless, which can lead to
them being further disempowered.
In this gospel we see how Jesus
was willing not only to listen to but
also to to learn from someone who
was excluded and marginalized.

These two healing stories show
how Jesus heard the voices of the
marginalised. Jesus allows himself
and his ministry to be transformed
by the plea of the Syrophoenician
woman. It is hard to understand
why he uses such a derogatory
word, but in referring to her as the
‘dog’ he is reflecting the views of
his society and social group and
is challenged by her reply. In the
healing of the deaf mute - a man
whose voice cannot be heard,
Jesus extends the realm of God
to the least noticed, those pushed
to the periphery. This extension
of God’s kingdom to those on the
margins serves as a challenging
model for the church.

Not only was the Syrophoenician
woman a marginalized foreigner,
she was also a woman and as such
considered second class or less.
Across the world, the role of woman
and girls as Earth protectors is
being recognised. Whereas men
often see biodiversity as something
to be exploited for cash, women
gather herbs for healing, wood
for shelter and fuel, as well as
plants and herbs for food, and are
committed to protecting it. Women
are rising and challenging powerful
structures, for the sake of their
children and for Mother Earth.

Jon Sobrino suggests “from the



world of the poor and the victims
can come salvation for a gravely
ill civilization”. Do we too easily
assume that “salvation comes”
when we, the church, draw
people from the periphery into
the centre? Like many models of
“development” which assume that
the solution to the ills of poverty
is to make everyone rich, do we
similarly assume that those on the
margins just need to be a bit more
like us, the mainstream church, in
order to be saved? Are we perhaps
challenged by these stories of
Jesus going into Gentile territory,
healing there and, as we read in
chapter 8, eventually feeding the
Gentile multitude there too?

For all the talk (and some activism)
about addressing poverty, many of
us still participate day by day in the
system that continues to push the
poor, the earth and its creatures
to the margins. We participate in
systems that generate extreme
scarcities, dehumanize people,
and destroy the community of all
Creation.

Is Jesus inviting us to follow him
to the margins? Perhaps he is
challenging us to allow ourselves
to be challenged and transformed,
as he was by the Syrophoenician
woman. Is he inviting us to
participate in the work of healing,
not from our comfortable position
at the centre, but by going out to
the margins?

Many churches are involved in
relief efforts, when we hear of a
hurricane or drought made worse
by climate change, in the face of
media photos we give, we donate,
and we pray. We must also support
developmental projects assisting
people to adapt to climate change
(for instance water tanks in drought
areas, agro-forestry efforts.) But

we also need to challenge the
structural injustices and root
causes of climate change and
environmental degradation. We
need to re-activate the prophetic
voice of the church, particularly
by amplifying the voices of women
and youth. And we must be willing
to be converted ourselves, by the
voices of the marginalised.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu said,
“If you are being neutral in the
situation of injustice, you have
already chosen the side of the
oppressor”. Are we being called
out to a new promised land? — the
Land located in the margins?

Archbishop Desmond

Tutu said, "If you are
being neutral in the
situation of injustice,
you have already
chosen the
side of the
oppressor’,
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FACT SHEET
Covid19

Since COVID19, hunger has increased — globally, 11 people die of hunger every minute
(7 people per minute are dying of COVID).

155 million now live in crisis conditions of food insecurity (an increase of 20 million from last year).
Globally there has been a 40 % rise in food prices, the highest in a decade

Inequality
The world’s richest 1 percent now have twice as much wealth as 6.9 billion people.

Extreme inequality is out of control. Hundreds of millions of people are living in extreme poverty while
huge rewards go to those at the very top. There are more billionaires than ever before, and their
fortunes have grown to record levels.

Men own 50% more of the world’s wealth than women and the 22 richest men have more wealth than
all of the women in Africa put together.

According to the World Bank, South Africa has one of the highest most persistent rates of inequality
in the world.

References

Oxfam “Sixfold increase in people suffering famine conditions since the pandemic began”,
2021
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/six-fold-increase-people-suffering-famine-
conditions-pandemic-began

World Bank “World Bank in South Africa” https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/
southafrica/overview
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LITURGICAL MATERIAL FOR WEEK ONE

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME

Kyrie Eleison

You delight in creation, its colour and diversity.
Yet we have misused the earth

And plundered its resources for our own selfish
ends.

Lord, have mercy
Lord have mercy

You have showered us with blessings, but we
have been grudging towards others and lacking in
generosity in word and deed

Christ, have mercy
Christ, have mercy

ACT OF PENITENCE

Lord, you have given us a world full of rich
resources to feed us all and to provide us with all
that the body and mind could need

Yet the poor are still with us, deprived of food,
of home, of education and dignity;

deprived of healing and of hope.

Forgive our inhumanity.

Forgive our selfishness and greed

Forgive our church life and our home life
Forgive us for leaving Christ unfed, unhoused,
without healing and without hope.

Forgive us and bring ourselves and our
possessions back to you. In Christ’s name
Amen

(Season of Creation 4)

RESPONDING TO THE
WORD OF GOD

Affirmation of Faith

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.

We believe in God:

who has created and is creating,

who works in others and us through the Spirit.
We trust in the Creator.

We are called to be,

to celebrate God’s presence,

to live with respect in creation,

to love and serve others,

to seek justice and to resist injustice,
to seek out models for hope and peace
We are not alone.

(United Church of Canada)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of all hopefulness, we bring before You our
concerns for the world and her people.
Gracious God, we turn to You,

For You are the source of our hope and the
creator of the Kingdom.

We pray for parents around the world who reach
out in hope for their children. We pray for justice:
when they struggle to provide food for their
families; when they cannot find a place to make a
home for their children.

Gracious God, we turn to You,

For You are the source of our hope and the
creator of the Kingdom.

We pray for those who find themselves on the
margins of their societies. We pray for justice:
that they might confront centres of power with the
experience of life on the margins; that they might
be allowed to contribute to the welfare of society;
that we may all be enriched by the insights and
wisdom they bring to our communities.

Gracious God, we turn to You,

For You are the source of our hope and the
creator of the Kingdom.

We pray for our common home and all who seek
to ensure its wellbeing.

We pray for justice: that all nations of the world
will work together for the common good of each
person and our planet; that conservation will
enable habitats to flourish while meeting the needs
of local communities; that we each understand
the impact we have upon the earth and adjust our
lifestyle accordingly.

Gracious God, we turn to You,

For You are the source of our hope and the
creator of the Kingdom.
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We pray for ourselves,

Disturb us and disquiet us with a passion for justice.
Challenge us to grasp a vision of Your new world
and motivate us to act to birth it into being.

Enable us to pass on the gift of hope, so others are
empowered to continue the journey of faith.
Gracious God, we turn to You,

For You are the source of our hope and the
creator of the Kingdom.

(Scottish Eco-congregation 2018 adapted)

CELEBRATING AT THE TABLE

Invitation to Communion

As the grain once scattered in the fields

And the grapes once dispersed on the hillside

Are now reunited on this table in bread and wine;
So, Lord may your whole Church soon be gathered
together from the corners of the earth

(Church of England, Common Worship)
SENDING OUT

Loving Father,

your Son gave us this meal as an act of remembrance
of him, and then gave his very self for our salvation.
We thank you for the nourishment we receive at
your table and pray that the strength we receive
here, might give us the courage to share our very
selves with those in need; through the Lord who
shared himself for our sake.

Amen

God the Creator has blessed

you with all that you need in this life:
Go into the world with courage that
you might be the channels through
which the Lord can bring relief to others;
and the blessing of the Creator God,
the Eternal Father, the Risen Son
and the Promised Holy Spirit

bless you that you might be a
blessing to others today and always.
Amen

”m.
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MUSIC

Music and Hymns from Climate Sunday
https://www.climatesunday.org/service-resources
The Justice song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IASdERt3-m0
Beauty for brokenness, Graham Kendrick
https://youtu.be/pPvioAt5fg4

Who can sound the depths of sorrow?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MU_Jc8aplEw
Let justice roll like a river
https://vimeo.com/459812503

The Kingdom of God is justice and peace (Taize)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9yjy-nUfFo
Selection from Methodist Church
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/
singing-the-faith-plus/categories/theme/justice-
and-peace/
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Ecology




The word ecology comes from “oikos — logia”-
the study of the household. We root our
theme in the concept of oikos — home. This
points to the integral web of relationships
that sustain the wellbeing of the whole Earth.
Each creature — not only animals, insects and
plants, but also non sentient creatures and
minerals form part of this web and contribute
to the health of the Earth. The Creation story
in Gen 1 reminds us that as humans we were
created on the same day as all the animals,
we are not separate to this glorious, diverse
earth community.

When we look at the words “oikos-logia-
ecology” and “oikos-nomos- economy” we
see the fundamental connection between
Ecology and Economy. “Whatever befalls the
earth befalls the children of the earth” (Chief
Seattle).

Ecology and Economy are two interrelated
perspectives on God’s household of life
— oikos. Ecology then is a study of the
relationships between creatures and the eco-
systems that sustain them.

Do we see a forest as a financial resource - to
be cut down - or do we see it as our home,
which provides food, shelter, medicine and
fuel for the generations to come? The current
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economic system which is based on unlimited
growth is having a disastrous effect on this
earth.

“What went wrong is very clear. It’s humanity-
humankind went beyond the boundaries, ate
beyond the limits - that is what greed is about
and the tragedy with our world today - greed
is so systemic, it’'s so engraved in the global
economies and it’s also bred inequalities and
also bred the abuse of the environment, the
abuse of nature.” Bishop Zac Niringiye.

“Earth Overshoot Day” marks the tragic day
each year when our demand for ecological
resources exceeds what Mother Earth can
regenerate in that year. Last year it fell on
August 22nd, which means that for the last
four months of the year we have been stealing
resources from the generations to come.

“There is a real danger that we will leave future
generations only rubble, deserts and refuse”
Pope Francis




COLLECT

Jesus, redeemer of our common home and

provider for all of creation;

Teach us to value the habitats of all

your creatures given into our care,

so that we can preserve the world in all of its diversity
Inspire us to value your precious gifts

and never to take more than we can give,
For you live and reign in the diversity of

the Blessed Trinity, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.

Amen

SERMON NOTES

Rev Tim Gray, Diocese of Johannesburg

Proverbs 1:20-33

If ecology is the study of our
common home, then we need
wisdom to guide us in how to care
for it. In the book of Proverbs,
Wisdom is personified as a woman,
present at and involved in creation
(8:22-31).

But since you refuse to listen when
| call, and no one pays attention
when | stretch out my hand.

Prov 1 : 24

In this passage we see how
humans are ignoring the voice of
lady Wisdom. The simple (morally
immature youth), the mockers (the
arrogant and skeptics) and the fools
(the immoral) are warned of the
consequences of their disregard of
her voice. Her advice is readily and
traditionally available — her voice
is heard in the squares, streets
and city entrances. The failure and
fall of those who will not respond
will be calamitous and distressful.
There will be no way out of their
predicament and their judgement
will be the consequences of their
own actions (eating the fruit of their
own schemes (Prov 1: 31). The
teaching and lesson of these verses

is “the waywardness of the simple
will kill them and the complacency
of fools will destroy them” (Prov
1:32). We can no longer plead
ignorance about environmental
destruction, for Wisdom is calling
even in the street.

Looming over our planet is a threat
of extinction, acknowledged now
as a sixth extinction. The Season
of Creation is an appeal for new
awareness and response. Every
sphere of planetary life reveals
a human history of selfishness
and anthropocentricity. The living
soil, the seas, rivers and oceans
are being polluted - planetary
degradation reveals the extent of
the human footprint. Just as the
simple, mockers and fools in the
Proverbs reading of today, are
told by lady wisdom that they will
suffer the consequences of their
strategies, so that same wisdom
calls us to new perspectives in our
re