JAEI
February 2019 Environmental Prayer Diary

(The purpose of this Prayer Diary is to provide subjects for your reflection and prayer as the Spirit moves you)

	
Friday
	
1
	Archbishop Emeritus Rowan Williams on hope:

“When I am asked whether I am optimistic or pessimistic about the future, I always say neither: I’m hopeful.  An optimist says it’s all going to turn out all right. A pessimist says it’s all going to turn out wrong. A hopeful person says it’s possible we can make it better.  That’s a place I’m very happy to talk from, because I believe with all my heart that it’s possible we can make things better. The slogan I’ve often quoted in this respect is from Martin Luther, the great reformer who said that if he knew the world was going to end tomorrow, he would plant a tree – meaning, never mind what’s going to happen tomorrow: decide what’s a good thing to do today, and the future unfolds out of that.”

	
Saturday
	
2
	World Wetlands Day
2019 theme - Wetlands and Climate Change
Globally, wetland ecosystems provide many regulatory services such as water purification and flood attenuation.  
 (
Threatened Wetlands in 
Wakkerstroom
, Mpumalanga
)Human induced climate change is a reality and threatens to alter temperatures and rainfall patterns across the globe significantly by the end of the 21st century.  Warming is predicted to be larger in Africa than the global annual mean, with drier subtropical regions (i.e. South Africa) warming more than the moister tropics.  Rainfall in Southern Africa is likely to become generally more variable.  A decrease in rainfall is predicted for much of the winter rainfall region (Western and Northern Cape and parts of the Eastern Cape) and western margins of the country with greater rainfall predicted on the eastern margins.

Prayer

Creator God, 
we praise You for water’s gift of life and sustenance and growth. 
Help us to be worthy stewards of this great gift, 
to make sure that none go thirsty. 
Help us to safeguard its purity, accessibility and beauty. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

Prayer adapted from Catholic Relief Services 

	
Sunday
	
3
	God of life, 
Help us to see that your gifts are meant to be shared by all, not just exploited by a few. 
Lead us to take action to make a change not just for ourselves, but for all creation. 
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 

Adapted from the Global Catholic Climate Movement.

	
Monday
	
4
	"Can the papyrus grow up without a marsh? Can the rushes grow without water?”

 Job 8:11 

	
Tuesday
	
5
	

	
Wednesday
	
6
	Reflection:
Pope Francis - Laudato Si

“39. The replacement of virgin forest with plantations of trees, usually monocultures, is rarely adequately analysed. Yet this can seriously compromise a biodiversity which the new species being introduced does not accommodate. Similarly, wetlands converted into cultivated land lose the enormous biodiversity which they formerly hosted. In some coastal areas the disappearance of ecosystems sustained by mangrove swamps is a source of serious concern.”

Prayerfully reflect on this

	
Thursday
	
7
	 Nature as the First Bible

“Creation is the primary and most perfect revelation of the Divine.” –Thomas Aquinas 
Creation is our first and final cathedral. Nature is the one song of praise that never stops singing. 
Matter is the outer lovely form, but Spirit is the inner source, coherence, and energy for everything that we know and see. 
Everything bears the divine fingerprint, footprint, and “similitude.” 
“We are created to read the book of creation so that we may know the Author of Life.” –Ilia Delio, OSF 
The wondrous nature of the world itself is the universal religion that precedes all later religions. 

Wandering in Nature

Although creation may be “wordless,” we can still dialogue with it. Bill Plotkin suggests a practice of “talking across the species boundaries” in his book Soulcraft: Crossing into the Mysteries of Nature and Psyche (pp. 168-169):
“Go wandering [in nature]. Bring your journal…. Wander aimlessly until you feel called by something that draws your attention, by way of an attraction, a curiosity, an allurement, a repulsion, a fear…. Whatever it is, sit and observe it closely for a good length of time. Interact with your senses, offer your full visual and aural attention to the Other. Record in your journal what you observe.
“Then introduce yourself, out loud—yes, out loud.… Tell this being about yourself.… Tell the truth, your deepest, most intimate truth. In addition to ordinary human language, you might choose to speak with song, poetry … movement, gesture, dance. Then, using the same speech options, tell that being everything about it you have noticed…. Keep communicating no matter what…until it interrupts you.
“Then stop and listen. Listen with your ears, eyes, nose, skin, intuition, feeling, and imagination…. In your journal, record and/or draw what happens. Offer the Other your gratitude and a gift….a song, a dance, a lock of hair, praise…some water….
“Enter your conversations with the Others with the intention of learning about them and developing a relationship, but don’t be surprised if you thereby discover more about yourself.” And, I would add, more about God who created them.
Gateway to Silence:
Let all the earth bless the Lord.

From Richard Rohr’s daily meditations
www.cac.org

	
Friday
	
8
	Baby Earth
Melody: The Lord’s My Shepherd

An Impulse deep in time and space
Once yearned for all to be;
A Spirit in this universe
Once set the cosmos fre.

That Impulse caused a big big bang,
A cosmic womb gave birth:
An embryo of rocks and gas;
We call her Baby Earth.

Caressed by years of light and time,
The breath of God above,
An energy emerged in Earth:
The sign of life and love.

The Impulse stirring deep within
Helped baby Earth to be,
A vibrant planet filled with song,
A blue-green mystery.

From deep within the veins of Earth
Evolved new living forms,
Giraffe and deer and dinosaur,
Gold fish and baby worms.

Just how amazing is this gift
To live in time and space
And through the smile of Baby Earth
To see God’s cosmic face.

C. 2009 Norman Habel

	
Saturday
	
9
	We clasp the hands of those who go before us, and the hands of those who come after us; we enter the little circle of each other's arms, and the larger circle of lovers whose hands are joined in a dance, and the larger circle of all creatures, passing in and out of life, who move also in a dance, to a music so subtle and vast that no ear hears it except in fragments.

Wendell Berry

	
Sunday
	
10
	Dear God, 
Please look after those people who are poor and those who are homeless. 
May you guide those who have lost their homes, to new lands of plenty. 
Lord, we pray for those who are responsible for the pollution in the seas, 
the air and on the land you have created. 
May they know the error of their ways and work towards a new sustainability. 
Amen.

Toma Oti, Year 6 
St Anne’s Catholic School, Manurewa

	
Monday
	
11
	[bookmark: _Hlk511734290]SDG Goal 15: Sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land degradation, halt biodiversity loss 
· By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements
Pray that this Goal will be achieved

	
Tuesday
	
12
	Praying with Creation 
Sometimes we fail to see that an entire created world can lead us to prayer. We don’t need to look far for it, because often it’s in our own home or yard. This week, let’s pray with creation.
When you tend a plant, you are fulfilling one of your purposes as a human being on this earth. The Book of Genesis tells the story of God creating the world; Adam and Eve represent humanity, and the garden there in paradise represents the created world. Adam and Eve are charged with care of the garden. This earth is under our care, and too often we have damaged it rather than cared for it. But when we water our potted flowers or prune foliage when it’s time or plant seedlings and harvest fruit, we are doing holy work. This can be a prayerful time.
So when you tend your garden - consider this your time of communion with God. Do your work mindfully, not rushed, and not with a million other things on your mind. You can pray as you simply sit in your back yard and admire the begonias. You can pray as you prepare a meal from the fresh produce.
When you deal tenderly with creatures, you are also doing holy work. If you’re a farmer caring for cattle, sheep, pigs, or other, you can carry out your work in a number of ways. If you consider this work holy, not just a job but part of your role in caring for creation, then you will look at your practices in a certain light. If your main connection to creatures is a pet dog or cat, you are nevertheless caring for creation when you care for that pet. And whether you’re doing the chores of a farmer or doing the daily tasks of a pet owner, you can treat these actions as prayer, as your connection with God the Creator.
I have learned to pray while cuddling pets. What better thing can I do with this moment than allow the cat to sit on my lap and nuzzle me and let me rub her belly and talk to her? I’m not saying that talking to the cat is the same as talking to God, but I do believe that my communion with a creature can be experienced as an extension of my communion with the Creator. When I marvel at the perfect ears, the intricate patterns of colour in her fur, and the eyes that look straight into mine, my soul is doing good work, even prayerful work.
How do you pray with creation?
Vinita Hampton Wright 
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com

	
Wednesday
	
13
	Read Luke 3:15-16, 21-22
“You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.”
We sense the excitement and tension in the air as crowds of people in Jordan surge around John the Baptist, desperate for salvation. 
John has been preaching the Word of God so powerfully that many have started believing that he himself is the Messiah they have been anticipating for so long. 
This feeling of expectancy started for us back in Advent, when we were waiting for the coming of the infant Christ. In this week’s gospel, it is the adult Jesus who is expected. As depicted by John, he is an almost fearsome figure, one who will baptise with fire.
Yet when Jesus does appear, the imagery is much more gentle: “The Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove.” This beautiful symbol of his baptism endures, the dove that brings new beginnings for us as Christians. 
Baptism is the first of the great sacraments we receive; as the water is poured on us and our heads anointed with oil, so we are “born anew with Christ”. Original sin has been washed away, we have become followers of Christ as proclaimed by John.
Being thus born with Christ, how can we truly mirror his life in this new year ahead? What are we waiting for to bring that change into our lives

Prayer:
Lord,
Help us to live out the promise of our own baptism as we start out on a new year. May we be filled by your Holy Spirit, and like the dove, spread your gentleness and peace to all those around us. Amen.

This reflection was written by Chris Burkette, who took part in CAFOD’s Step into the Gap 2018 programme and now works at Walsingham House.
https://cafod.org.uk

	
Thursday
	
14
	

	
Friday
	
15
	"Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights above.  Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts.  Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars.  Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies."

Psalm 148:1-4 

	
Saturday
	
	A report from the World Resources Institute called ‘Creating a Sustainable Food Future’, commenting on the UN prediction that by 2050 there will be 9.8 billion humans on Earth (2 billion more than at present), says that this population growth, combined with increasing affluence, means that global food demand is expected to increase by more than 50%, while demand for animal-based foods such as meat and dairy will grow by 70%. “If today’s levels of production efficiency remain constant till 2050, then feeding the planet would entail clearing most of the world’s remaining forests, wiping out thousands more species and releasing enough greenhouse emissions to exceed the 1.5 and 2°C. warming targets enshrined in the Paris Agreement – even if emissions from all other human activities were eliminated.” Proposed solutions include drastically decreasing meat consumption in rich countries, reducing food waste and intensifying food production via technological innovation enabled by redirecting funding from subsidies to research and development. The authors highlight the need to curb population growth by increasing educational opportunities for girls, boosting family planning and reducing infant and child mortality.

Prayerfully consider this environmental issue.

	
Sunday
	
17
	World Pangolin Day
World Pangolin Day is an opportunity to raise awareness about these unique mammals - and their plight. Pangolin numbers are rapidly declining in Africa and Asia.   
The demand for pangolins comes mostly from China, where pangolin scales are unfortunately believed to be a cure-all of sorts and pangolin flesh is considered a delicacy. In Vietnam, pangolins are frequently offered at restaurants catering to wealthy patrons who want to eat rare and endangered wildlife. There is no evidence to support claims regarding medicinal properties of pangolin scales or any other part of the pangolin
Pangolin poaching in South Africa… has reached epic proportions – rivalling rhino poaching in many instances. 
All eight species of the mammal world wide -  also known as scaly anteaters – have been placed on the International Union for the Conservation of Nature’s ‘red list’.
Pray:
· for a change of heart amongst poachers & that these people would find more ethical incomes
· for all involved in the conservation of these incredible and unique animals.

	
Monday
	
18
	We often forget that God speaks through the written word and also through creation. Romans 1:20 reminds us that “There are things about God that people cannot see—his eternal power and all that makes him God. But since the beginning of the world, those things have been easy for people to understand. They are made clear in what God has made.”

Psalms 19:1-14 also reminds us that

1“The heavens declare the glory of God;
    the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
2 Day after day they pour forth speech;
    night after night they reveal knowledge.
3 They have no speech, they use no words;
    no sound is heard from them.
4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,
    their words to the ends of the world

	
Tuesday
	
19
	“Listen: there was once a king sitting on his throne. Around Him stood great and wonderfully beautiful columns ornamented with ivory, bearing the banners of the king with great honour. Then it pleased the king to raise a small feather from the ground, and he commanded it to fly. The feather flew, not because of anything in itself but because the air bore it along.  Thus, am I, a feather on the breath of God. “

Hildegard of Bingen 

	
Wednesday
	
20
	Creator God, on windswept beaches your saints of old held their hands up to you in wonder and amazement,
felt your power through the roar of wind and surf, and, exposed to the elements,
felt a unity with the One who had created all things.
This world does not often allow us such intimacy, Father.
We are crowded out by circumstances of our own choosing,
seeking fellowship with each other rather than with you.
Forgive our unwillingness  to follow in the footsteps of your saints, 
to meet you in the solitude of your creation.
Forgive our unwillingness to get our feet wet

	
Thursday
	
21
	According to WWF’s Living Planet Report, published last October, animal populations have decreased by 60% since 1970 and are still decreasing. A quarter of the world’s animals and one-fifth of its plants are under threat of extinction. At the UN Biodiversity Conference in November, 195 governments agreed to scale up investments in nature and people to meet by 2020 the Aichi Biodiversity Targets agreed in 2010. One of those targets is to eliminate or phase out subsidies that are harmful to biodiversity and to develop positive incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

Prayerfully consider this environmental issue.

	
Friday
	
22
	

	
Saturday
	
23
	JAEI AGM
[bookmark: _GoBack]God of the seasons turning,
another year has come and gone and once again we gather for the Annual Meeting of JAEI
To this place we bring all the celebrations and hardships, the joys and the sorrows of the past 12 months.
Here we remember the highlights of the year and gather to look forward to what the coming year has in store.
We know that it will not always be easy, that life will always have a mixture of easy and difficult.
As we meet and discuss the life and work of this part of your family, we pray that you would be a part of our discussion.
May your Spirit move in our hearts, opening them to hear what each of us has to offer, bringing light to both possibilities and realities, drawing us always to consider what you would have us be and do in this time and place.
Remind us that we are called to be bearers of Christ’s life, light, and love to all we meet.
Help us to live in such a way that we draw closer to your vision for us and journey faithfully in your Way.
In this time together we celebrate the many gifts we all have to offer.
Help us offer what we can to your service and your glory, mindful of our great giftedness in so many ways throughout our lives.
These things we pray in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, the one we call Christ, in whose name and hope we gather together as a community.
Amen.

	
Sunday
	
24
	Lord of all the earth 
Your words gave life to the plants in the field 
and the creatures of land and sea: 
As we reflect on our need of water for life and health 
Make us mindful of all living things, 
And their dependence on the same water 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Who lives and reigns with you 
One God now and forever. 
Amen

	
Monday
	
25
	Lord of the morning,
of dawn chorus,
rising sun,
mist on water,
day begun.
Lord of the noontime,
of chattering voices,
laughter and fun,
sparkling water,
everyone.
Lord of the evening,
of quiet breeze,
setting sun,
gentle waters,
day that’s done.

www.faithandworship.com

	
Tuesday
	
26
	“Diversity is a survival factor for the community itself. A community of a hundred million species can survive anything short of total global catastrophe. Within that hundred million will be thousands that could survive a global temperature drop of twenty degrees—which would be a lot more devastating than it sounds. Within that hundred million will be thousands that could survive a global temperature rise of twenty degrees. But a community of a hundred species or a thousand species has almost no survival value at all.” 

Daniel Quinn,
Ishmael: An Adventure of the Mind and Spirit 

	
Wednesday
	
27
	God of light and God of night,
Creator of seed and mountain, raindrop and fountain,
We bring our offering of praise.
God of right and God of might,
Lover of child and childless, rich and homeless,
We bring our offering of praise. 

	
Thursday
	
28
	Leap day for Frogs
The Leap Day for Frogs is the one day of the year when ordinary South Africans can take a leap of action and do something to appreciate and protect one of the most threatened group of animals on Earth: Frogs!  Many of our frogs and toads face enormous challenges – especially habitat destruction and pesticides.  These amphibians are critically important to the food web, which ultimately affects us.
· Pray for those involved in conservation efforts of these valuable animals
· Consider personal actions to protect these valuable animals.
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