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JAEI ENVIRONMENTAL CORNER

The Eco-bishops are coming to Cape Town
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Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, Chair of the Anglican Communion Environmental Network is calling together a group of bishops from various countries impacted by climate change.  Bishops have been chosen from countries reflecting the great challenges we face, from the sea level rise of Fiji, the deforestation of Argentina, the droughts of Namibia, the tsunamis of the Philippines and the storms of New York, and the warming of Alaska.  These bishops are united in their commitment to addressing these environmental challenges. 
Sixteen bishops will be gathering in Cape Town from the 23rd of February to exchange ideas and concerns, to share challenges and successes. First the bishops will hear about the challenges faced in different parts of the globe.  Then they will share actions and theologies that have been helpful in moving forward. The goal is to strategize together in order strategies for raising the issue of climate change and environmental degradation throughout the global Anglican Church.

These are the Eco-Bishops who will be coming to Cape Town for the gathering:

· Jane Alexander

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

· Mark MacDonald

National Indigenous Bishop, Canada

· Andrew Dietsche

New York, The Episcopal Church

· Nick Drayson


Northern Argentina

· Nicholas Holtam

Salisbury, Church of England

· David Chillingworth

St Andrews, Dunkeld & Dunblane, Scottish Episcopal Church

· Chad Gandiya


Harare, Central Africa

· William Mchombo

Eastern Zambia, Central Africa

· EllinahWamukoya

Swaziland, Southern Africa

· Stephen Moreo

Johannesburg, Southern Africa

· Nathaniel Nakwatumbah
Namibia, Southern Africa

· Thabo Makgoba

Cape Town, Church of Southern Africa

· Thomas Oommen

Madhya Kerala, Church of South India

· Andrew Chan


Hong Kong

· Jonathan Casimina

Davao, Philippines

· Tom Wilmot


Perth, Australia

· Apimeleki Qiliho

Fiji, Aotearoa-New Zealand

What is the event?

A strategic planning meeting hosted by the Primate of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa of a core group of bishops and archbishops whose dioceses or Provinces are in areas affected by climate change or in areas that contribute significantly to conditions that lead to climate change. The bishops and archbishops identified are already active in responding to climate change and environmental degradation as a result of human activity in various ways, e.g., through theological exposition and challenge, advocacy, greening churches and communities, and supporting local mitigation.
Building on relationships already established virtually, the meeting will foster a strengthened, working collegiality among the bishops who have been identified and ultimately serve as a catalyst for further response and activities throughout the Communion.

The bishops will share their experience in responding to climate change so far, their hopes, their concerns, and ideas about how they, specifically, might organize themselves better for that purpose. They will have an opportunity to reflect and study together, and to look at the obstacles they face and discern what they can do, by working together, to move through these obstacles.

Drawing on their own experience and ideas, a strategic plan will be developed for themselves, with proposals for broader engagement in the Anglican Communion. 

Science and the experience of the impacts of climate change suggest that in many ways survival is at stake - for human communities, for the ecosystems on which human life depends. We have listened to Anglicans in a number of regions where congregations face food and water shortages and other stresses that are directly linked to climate change. The meeting and the broader project will enable Anglicans at leadership level to make coordinated efforts towards upholding human dignity and the integrity of creation, and strengthening interdependence within the Anglican Communion as we become better stewards of God’s creation.  It is hoped that the outcomes of this project will have an impact that reaches far beyond the present time.  

Expected outcomes:

To form a group of bishops and archbishops (Eco Bishops) representative of the regions of the Anglican Communion, will have participated in the core group as described above and worked together to formulate an action plan for themselves, with proposals for broader Anglican engagement in responding to climate change, faithfully, prayerfully and proactively.

The core group of bishops will become visible in offering biblical and moral leadership in the area of climate justice. Their experience and deliberations will be communicated to Anglicans and others around the world via ACEN, news releases and other forms of media.

As a resource for the broader Communion, a concise report will be produced, gathering the bishops’ lived experience and responses to climate change and setting out future actions.

More Anglicans will understand that responding to climate change is part and parcel of our baptismal vocation and will be active in greening their homes, churches and communities and in speaking out on behalf of those experiencing the worst effects of climate change. The Anglican Church will become active in global advocacy.

The Primate of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa (currently the chair of ACEN – Anglican Communion Environmental Network) will have shared the experiences and deliberations of the core group with his sister and brother Primates.
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Anglican leadership will increasingly be taking the initiative in networking effectively with ecumenical partners, other faith groups, government and UN structures.

Those currently affected by the impacts of climate change will be given a voice at the international level of the Communion, and know that they are remembered and supported, both in the prayer and in practical ways. 
Those who have the power to curtail carbon emissions will have a fresh sense of how their actions can have a positive impact on their sisters and brothers in other parts of the world and contribute towards climate justice.

The Anglican Communion will benefit from a shared endeavour.

For more information contact Rev Rachel Mash rmash@mweb.co.za
Visit https://www.facebook.com/EcoBishopsInitiative - and become part of the action!!

So, what can we do to support this endeavour?

· Firstly, we can pray, pray, pray and then pray some more for the Eco-bishop Conference, guidance in their deliverance and strength in their actions!!!  (Remember that WE are part of their ACTIONS!)
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Fast for Climate Change - http://fastfortheclimate.org/en/ - Stand with thousands of others fasting for action on climate change. A growing movement of youth, environmentalists and people of faith are showing their strength of commitment by going without food once a month to call for world leaders to do more to solve the climate crisis. Show your support.
· And then we can take on .......

...... A Carbon fast for lent – Wandering without a footprint
What is a carbon fast for Lent? For Anglicans, Lent is the time when we remember the 40 days that Jesus spent in the wilderness, facing challenge and temptation. It is a time when we reflect on God’s purpose for our life.  Many Anglicans take this opportunity to fast from coffee, alcohol or chocolates. But this year our challenge is deeper, to take a carbon fast – to reduce the use of carbon based fuels on which we all depend. We will take small steps for a more sustainable world, and by doing so rediscover a different relationship with God, with Creation and with one another. How do I take a carbon fast? From Ash Wednesday, 18 February, to Palm Sunday 29 March is a time of reflection and action. Each week has a theme with a prayer and actions for each day.  Visit www.greenanglicans.org for more! .. and see below for the first part)
Rev Rachel M. Mash

Environmental Coordinator

Anglican Church of Southern Africa
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	Carbon Fast for Climate

	Preparing ...   (18 – 21 February)
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	Wednesday – 18 February

Allow the ashes to be your first commitment to your carbon fast for the upcoming weeks

	Scripture Reading: Joel 2:12-13
“Yet even now says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart With fasting, and weeping and mourning; rend your hearts, not your garments, And return to the Lord, your God. For gracious and merciful is God, slow to anger, rich in kindness, And relenting in punishment”.
Today we begin our carbon fast for Lent, where we will take an action each day to reduce our impact on God’s Earth.

We are called to be good neighbors and act with love and care for all of what God called Sacred. With the ashes still on your forehead, make this prayer of commitment to God

Gracious and merciful God, as I “fast from carbon,” grant me the humility and the inspiration to move through authentic mourning for the destruction of so much of your creation. Move me to accept my obligation to restore your creation, and to act with love and care for all that you call sacred
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	Thursday – 19 February

Go vegetarian once in a while. You will be saving water which would be used to raise the animals and trees needed to create clear pastures

	Then God said, ‘I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.’” —Genesis 1:29–30 
And it was very good! During Lent, eat more vegetarian food and reduce your meat intake. We are encouraging meat free Mondays and to go back to the traditional practice of Fish (sustainable!) on Fridays. Share new recipes, have fun!

Skipping meat one day a week is good for you, great for your nation’s health, and fantastic for the planet!

· Reduce your carbon footprint. The UN estimates that the meat industry generates nearly one fifth of the man-made greenhouse gas emissions that are accelerating climate change worldwide.

· Minimize water usage. the water needs of livestock are far about those of vegetables or grains
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	Friday – 20 February

Smart Fish Friday: Educate yourself on which fish species are sustainable and the threats to life under the ocean’s curtain. Download an app with the best/worst choices 

	Genesis 1:20-21 :Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens.” God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good.
Why was it traditional to eat fish on a Friday? Because Jesus died on Good Friday, Christians kept Friday as a day of fast. Meat was considered a luxury food. You either had to buy it in a market or you had to own enough land to keep cattle. On the other hand, anyone could grow vegetables or forage for them, and anyone could catch a fish in a lake or a stream.

You could buy better fish and vegetables, but the point is that you could eat without money if you were poor. So meat was rich people’s food and fish was poor people’s food. That is why the most common form of fasting was to omit meat and eat fish. Today fish is often not a cheaper option. It is however better for our bodies and often better for the planet! However it is important to eat only sustainable fish. Many types of fish are overfished and stocks are perilously low. Join a local awareness campaign, guides are typically constructed into three categories, some using a traffic light’s colours: red, yellow, and green.

Green: Always choose from the green list: These are the most sustainable choices from the healthiest and most well-managed populations. These species can handle current fishing pressure, or are farmed in a manner that does not harm the environment. Orange: Avoid where possible. This group includes species that are depleted as a result of overfishing and cannot sustain current fishing pressure, or because the fishing or farming method poses harm to the environment and/or the biology of the species makes it vulnerable to high fishing pressure.

Red list: NEVER BUY. This group includes unsustainable species as well as those that are illegal to sell.
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	Saturday, 21 February

Go digital. Do not print unnecessarily, download digital copies of software, and avoid collecting things like phone books when the job can be done online

	The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground-trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. Gen 2:9

	



Walk lightly





Walk lightly.


Each leaf, each petal, each grain, each person, sings your praises, Creator God.


Each creature on the earth, all the mountains and the great seas, show your glory,


Spirit of Love


And yet, the hand of greed has patented and plundered your splendour,


has taken and not shared your gift,


has lived as owner of the earth, not guest.


And so the ice is cracked, the rivers dry, the valleys flooded and the snow caps melt.


God our Father,


show us how to step gently,


to live simply,


to walk lightly


with respect and love for all that you have made.


Amen


Linda Jones, CAFOD
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