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JAEI ENVIRONMENTAL CORNER

New beginnings for Creation?
	Isaiah 58

11 The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame.  You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.

12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.


We have denied climate change for longer than we care to admit. We know it’s happening, but conveniently stay pretty hazy on the details and only skim most news stories. We tell ourselves the science is far too complicated and the environmentalists were dealing with it anyway.  And we continue to behave as if there was nothing wrong with the shiny card in our wallet attesting to our "elite" frequent-flyer status.

A great many of us engage in this kind of denial.  We look for a split second and then we look away.  Or maybe we do really look, but then we forget.  We engage in this odd form of on-again-off-again ecological amnesia for perfectly rational reasons. We deny because we fear that letting in the full reality of this crisis will change everything.
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And we are right.  If we continue on our current path of allowing emissions to rise year after year, major cities will drown, ancient cultures will be swallowed by the seas; our children will spend much of their lives fleeing and recovering from vicious storms and extreme droughts. Yet we continue all the same.

What is wrong with us? The answer is far simpler than many have led us to believe: we have not done the things needed to cut emissions because those things fundamentally conflict with deregulated capitalism, the reigning ideology for the entire period we have struggled to find a way out of this crisis. We are stuck, because the actions that would give us the best chance of averting catastrophe – and benefit the vast majority – are threatening to an elite minority with a stranglehold over our economy, political process and media.  We humans are confronted with our oceans of ignorance.   Are we running out of chances? We are - something we all need to learn.  Our bodies are built to survive, gifted with adrenaline and embedded with multiple biological redundancies that allow us the luxury of second, third and fourth chances.  So are our oceans. So is the atmosphere – if we give them a chance.
But surviving is not the same as thriving, not the same as living well. For a great many species, it's not the same as being able to nurture and produce new life. With proper care, we stretch and bend amazingly well. But we break, too – our individual bodies, as well as the communities and ecosystems that support us.

In this New Year that rolls out before us – we CAN be the difference. We can renew our efforts to live lightly on the awesome Planet God created – if we will let God guide our thoughts and actions.
There are so many opportunities for us, and throughout the year, you will be kept up-to-date with information, actions and ideas as well as details about special days that you can use to accomplish your “green” journey.  

So join with JAEI on this journey! We are here to help you fulfil your “green” dream!  - that of nurturing God’s precious Creation for us and for all the millions of species that we share it with. We are always available for advice and assistance where necessary – so contact us!
Noeleen Mullett – noeleen@jaei.org.za
www.jaei.org.za
	Prayer of Gratitude for Creation

God of the universe,
We thank You for Your many good gifts -
For the beauty of Creation and its rich and varied fruits, 
For clean water and fresh air, for food and shelter, animals and plants.
Forgive us for the times we have taken the earth's resources for granted
And wasted what You have given us.
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Transform our hearts and minds So that we would learn to care and share,
To touch the earth with gentleness and with love, 
Respecting all living things.
We pray for all those who suffer as a result of our waste, greed and indifference,
And we pray that the day would come when everyone has enough food and clean water.
Help us to respect the rights of all people and all species 
And help us to willingly share your gifts, today and always. Amen.
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