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JAEI ENVIRONMENTAL CORNER
God’s Gift of Creation – Wrapped in a sunset
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Sometimes in the evening of a day there comes a glorious sunset. Of course the sun sets on every day, b ut on some special days the sun seems to almost "plunge" below the horizon, leaving at the very end a burst of light on the darkening land of the day that has just past.
Each new sunset second is different, an explosion of colour that literally shows this old world in a new light.  Photograph it and you will hold the frozen memories in your hands, sometimes you find a special moment that you will treasure for all time.
Looking out at a sunset is something like looking back through the year that is behind us.  It is also a time to reflect on what we have done to, and for, God’s precious gift of Creation.  Have we done everything that we could to respect and honour God but taking special care of this precious gift? 
"When I admire the wonder of a sunset, or the beauty of the moon, my soul expands in worship of the Creator." – Mahatma Gandhi
Each sunset brings a sunrise – a new beginning.  And as we stand on the brink of another year, we can all do our bit to remedy our past actions and commit anew to have a special reverence for all life and take special care of God’s gift of Creation..

 “If you want to be reminded of the love of the Lord, just watch the sunrise.”

- Jeannette Walls, Half Broke Horses
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This Land is Your Land
(With acknowledgements to Des & Dawn Lindbergh)
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This land is your land, this land is my land,
From the brown Limpopo to the Gauteng highlands,
From Tsitikama to the Kalahari,

This land was made for you and me.
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As I went walking that ribbon of highway,
I saw above me the endless skyway,
And all around me a voice was sounding,
This land was made for you and me
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Come and take a walk with me through this green and growing land,
Walk through the meadows, the mountains and the sand,
Walk through the valleys, the rivers and the plains,
Walk through the sun and walk through the rain.
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Here is a land full of power and glory,
Beauty that words cannot recall,
Oh, the power shall rest on the strength of her people,
The glory shall rest on us all, on us all.

From the Free State to the great Kei,
Through the dusty Great Karoo,
From the Cape to the North West,
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From the old to the new.
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From Boland to Limpopo,
Kruger Park and Wild Coast shore,
Tell me who could ask for more.
Here is a land full of power and glory,
Beauty that words cannot recall,
Oh, the power shall rest on the strength of her people  -
The glory shall rest on us all, on us all.

"Peace is seeing the sunset and knowing who to thank." - Unknown Author

Prayer of Gratitude for Creation

God of the universe,
We thank You for Your many good gifts -
For the beauty of Creation and its rich and varied fruits,
For clean water and fresh air, for food and shelter, animals and plants.
Forgive us for the times we have taken the earth's resources for granted
And wasted what You have given us.
Transform our hearts and minds So that we would learn to care and share,
To touch the earth with gentleness and with love, 
Respecting all living things.
We pray for all those who suffer as a result of our waste, greed and indifference,
And we pray that the day would come when everyone has enough food and clean water.
Help us to respect the rights of all people and all species 
And help us to willingly share your gifts, today and always. Amen. 
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