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Diocese of Johannesburg - Environmental Policy
Most Parishes are probably not aware that there is a Diocesan Environmental Policy – and has been since 2009.
The degradation of the environment is one of the greatest social challenges facing us and very often we are not sure where we should start addressing these issues that impact us all on so many levels.  By having a guideline – an Environment policy – the task is made that much easier.

In 2009, The Johannesburg Anglican Environmental Initiative (JAEI) saw the need for just such a document, and after much thought, research and deliberation, presented the document to the 2009 Synod, and it was subsequently approved.
In addition, many Parishes have their own Parish Environmental Policy which reflects the Diocesan Policy.  Should you like to have an example of such a policy, email Noeleen on noeleen@jaei.org.za . 

You are encouraged to study this document (set out below) and try to implement its key aspects in order to seriously confront environmental challenges within your Parish, Community and indeed our Country.

Why? – because this is what God wants us to do ........
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DIOCESE OF JOHANNESBURG

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

A quote from Archbishop Thabo

“That there is life on this planet is a miracle in itself.  It is the most serious of sins that we humans are threatening this life. For too long we have selfishly misused and abused God’s mandate to “have dominion over” creation (Genesis 1:28). Now is the time to recognize that we have a responsibility to God to care for this intricate web of life, acknowledging that “The Earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it” (Psalm 24). 

Guided by our Diocesan vision, we commend all parishes and Diocesan organisations to pursue responsible environmental management through:

· Visionary servant leadership from within the parish or organisation

· Developing a vibrant  community who are committed to a sustainable environment

· Focused partnerships with nearby communities where possible

Environmental management activities should focus on:

· Compliance with applicable legislation

· Reducing the ecological footprint of the parish or organisation

· Enhancing the environmental knowledge of our members

· Meeting sound environmental practices as far as possible

· Encouraging our members to do the same at home, in their communities and their places of work.

· Integrating environmental awareness into our worship and other group activities

· Evaluating our performance regularly and improving this where possible

· Maintaining active membership of the Johannesburg Anglican Environmental Initiative (JAEI)

· Partnering with nearby communities to combine resources and address environmental issues

Application of this policy is an important legacy for future generations.

Further policy statements and related guidelines may be issued from time-to-time on specific environmental issues

+ Brian

December 2009


