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JAEI ENVIRONMENTAL CORNER

Celebrate our Seas

As part of the National Marine Week, (6 – 12 October), BirdLife South Africa's Seabird Division is at the highlighting the need of seabird conservation, nationally and globally. Seabirds are the most threatened group of birds in the world - almost one third of all seabird species are threatened with some extinction risk. We risk losing iconic birds such as the African Penguin and the majestic albatrosses that roam the southern oceans and the current losses for many species are not sustainable.
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Alas, our entire marine eco-system is in peril of collapsing because of misuse of our oceanic resources. The oceans are in trouble! The ocean has always been viewed as a bottomless resource but the reality is that marine resources are finite.  We are at a crossroads in history, and the actions we take – or fail to take – in the next decade will decisively impact the future of our seas and of our planet.

Why is Marine biodiversity important

The seas provide a unique set of goods and services to society, including moderation of climate, processing of waste and toxicants, provision of vital food, medicines and employment for significant numbers of people. Our coasts provide space to live and directly and indirectly create wealth, including millions of jobs in industries such as fishing, aquaculture and tourism.  The Ocean supplies food or income for 2.6 billion people worldwide. Today, however, the ancient tradition of fishing has in many cases left in its wake dangerously depleted fish stocks and an ecosystem whose balance has been sufficiently tipped to jeopardize the existence of a number of key species
Looking at ecosystems in terms of the goods and services they provide allows us to realise their full value and our dependence on those systems in the broadest sense. Exploitation of the environment for one purpose can alter the environment's ability to provide other goods and services, so this knowledge is also a way of understanding what we stand to gain and lose by exploitation of certain aspects of the environment. 
So, what IS happening?

1. Overfishing depletes stocks of fish beyond their ability to recover. This disrupts the ecosystem and eliminates a valuable source of food and income.

2. Climate change is warming the oceans and making them more acidic.  This will create vast dead zones as plankton and corals - the primary producers for nearly all marine life - struggle to survive under increasingly inhospitable conditions.

3. Pollution can poison marine life and decimate entire marine environments. Vast quantities of solid and chemical waste from human activities are continually dumped and leach into the oceans, including plastics, sewage, oil and toxins that accumulate in food webs.

4. Habitat destruction physically limits the suitable living space available to marine life.  Coastal development, trawling, and aquaculture all destroy important marine habitats vital for supporting ocean health, such estuaries and mangrove systems that function as nurseries.

5. Predator loss releases prey populations from both the pressure and risk of predation.  Their removal can cause a potentially irreversible cascade of complex knock-on effects, destabilising marine ecosystems to their - and our - severe detriment.
Practical ways we can help:

1. Support the Southern African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) (www.wwfsassi.co.za/)
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In recognition of the fact that developing a sustainable seafood industry requires a holistic approach, one which addresses all aspects along the chain of custody from the fisherman's hook all the way to the final product delivered to the consumer at their local fish shop or restaurant, the WWF Sustainable Fisheries Programme was created in 2007. This new programme brought together both Southern African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) and the Responsible Fisheries Programme (RFP), effectively closing the loop from boat to plate... 

SASSI has three primary objectives:

1. Promote voluntary compliance of the law through education and awareness

2. Shift consumer demand away from over-exploited species to more sustainable options

3. Create awareness around marine conservation issues

Download your copy of the SASSI Seafood Pocket Guide and refer to it each time you consider buying or eating fish.  You can also SMS the name of the fish to 079 490 8795 and you will receive an immediate reply as to the status of the fish.
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Marine Stewardship Council

Where possible, buy local fish products bearing the Marine Stewardship Council logo.  (www.msc.org)
When buyers choose to purchase local MSC certified fish, well-managed fisheries are rewarded for sustainable practices. In turn, the growing market for certified sustainable seafood generates a powerful incentive for other fisheries to demonstrate they are fishing sustainably or to improve their performance so that they too can be eligible for MSC certification. In this way, the MSC program helps to harness market forces to incentivise positive environmental change.
3. Litter
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Marine litter currently poses a dire, vast and growing threat to the marine and coastal environment. Most marine litter consists of material that degrades slowly, if at all, so a continuous input of large quantities of these items results in a gradual build-up in the marine and coastal environment.  Much of the litter – especially plastics – originates from inland sources.  Do your bit to minimise your impact on ocean pollution. Recycle, reuse and reduce. Avoid plastic wherever possible. Don’t use cosmetics that contain plastic micro-beads (particularly face wash containing polyethylene) and reduce you carbon/environmental footprint.
Celebrate our Seas with this wonderful hymn!
SONG OF THE WATERS

(Tune: Praise my Soul, the King of Heaven) Words: © Norman Habel 2001
Watch once more the windswept storm clouds;
Suddenly the sky has wings!
God has come to rain among us,
Giving hope to all dry things.
Sing a song of splashing waters,
Pulsing through the veins of Earth.

Taste the moisture of the morning,
Smoother than the best red wine;
Toast the lifeblood of the planet:
Here’s to God’s great vast design!
Sing a song of flowing waters,
Pulsing through the veins of Earth.

View anew the dark blue ocean,
Whales cavorting, spraying foam;
God at play with deep sea monsters,
Feeling very much at home.
Sing a song of laughing waters,
Pulsing through the veins of Earth.

Feel the breath of God move softly,
Gentle mists that brush the skin;
Earth is breathing God’s own spirit,
Life renewed from deep within.
Sing a song of living waters,
Pulsing through the veins of Earth.
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