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JAEI ENVIRONMENTAL CORNER

Be a “Weedbuster”!

As you read this, there are plants advancing across the South African countryside and transforming our urban environment.  They creep and slither over our walls, assault our indigenous heritage, choke our rivers, and smother everything in their path – but these are scary plants! .... they are the ALIENS!!.....  

An indigenous plant is one which occurs naturally in the place in which it is currently found, and has not been assisted in its travels by people.  A species which does not occur naturally in an area (i.e. is not indigenous), but which has been introduced there by people, is referred to as “exotic” (from another country) and most are beautiful and nicely controlled.  However ...  a few alien species reproduce and spread, unassisted by man, into areas where they are not wanted - these invasive aliens pose a serious threat to nature conservation. Expensive and drastic measures are required to control invaders.  
[image: image2.jpg]


There are several reasons why some aliens become invasive, but most important is that aliens find themselves in an environment different from that in which they evolved. Usually such a drastic change in environment is fatal to an alien, but occasionally conditions are superior to those in the native land. In particular the alien plant is normally free of the diseases, parasites and predators which keep its numbers in check in its natural environment. Under these conditions populations can explode with the invaders overwhelming the indigenous fauna and flora, usually by crowding it out. 

In South Africa, plant invaders are plentiful, especially in the southwestern Cape, KwaZulu/Natal and Mpumalanga – but the Highveld has not been spared.  Bug weed, lantana, queen of the night cactus, seringa and triffid weed, but to name a few, are very prevalent in the Metropol.  

Many alien plants have been declared undesirable and may not be grown on any public or private property. These alien plants were originally introduced as commercial plants or as ornamental garden plants. Many rivers and dams are clogged with water hyacinth, Kariba weed or parrot's feather, also escaped ornamentals. 
The Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act of 1983 which lists the Declared Weeds and Invader Plants may be found on the JAEI website – www.jaei.org.za .  
OUR RESPONSE AS THE BODY OF CHRIST

· List and map all the invaders in your area and find out how to control each invader.

· Check all gardens and nurseries to ensure that none are cultivating invaders - bring offenders to the attention of your local conservation authority.

· Abide by the regulations regarding the importation of plant and animal material when returning from abroad, and encourage friends to do so. 
· Organise a hacking group in your Community to eradicate alien plants
Quick tip!
Help your garden to hatch out
Just boiled an egg? Don't chuck the water away: simply wait for it to cool and then pour it on plant beds - it'll be rich in calcium from the egg and help your plants to be blooming marvellous!
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Bug weed – a definite NO! NO!!








