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Did you know? – Insight into God’s Awesome Creation?
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The Springbok

Springboks are slender, long-necked antelopes, preferring to live drier areas of South Africa in herds.  However, due to game farming, breeding and selling they are widely distributed throughout South Africa on game farms, except in the eastern parts of South Africa.  They have shown that they readily adapt to most habitats.

They are highly gregarious and move around in large herds.  Territorial rams will try and keep herds of ewes in breeding season and defend them against other rams until they move on away from one ram’s territory to graze in another ram’s territory.

Their colouring consists of a pattern of white, reddish/tan and dark brown. Their backs are tan-coloured and they are white beneath, with a dark brown stripe extending along each side from the shoulder to inside the thigh. The face is white in adults, with a dark patch on the forehead, and a stripe running from just above the eyes to the corner of the mouth. The hooves and horns are black, and the tail is white with a black tuft at the tip.  Both male and females sport lyre-shaped horns.

Springbok are mixed feeders, switching between grazing and browsing seasonally. When grasses are fresh, they mostly graze.  At other times, they browse on shrubs and succulents. Springbok are able to meet their water needs from the food they eat, and survive without drinking water through dry season, or even over years.  However, if water is available, they will drink readily.

Springbok are mainly active around dawn and dusk, although they may feed through the day in colder weather, or through the night at particularly hot times of the year. During the summer, they sleep in the shade of trees or bushes, although they often bed down in the open when the weather is cooler. 
When disturbed, Springbok commence running and bound and leap (repeatedly) into the air with stiff extended legs, while raising the hairs of the dorsal crest extending from the back to the tail (the rams). These bounds may reach 2 to 3 meters and this leaping is known as “pronking”.  Pronking is also a show of individual strength and fitness both to other members of the herd and also to predators.

Lambs are born mainly in summer and during the rainy season after a gestation period of about 24 weeks.  Some do breed during July in Cape areas, but it could often be any time of the year depending on the area or region, availability and supply of food and climate. Newly born lambs are hidden away for a few days under tall grass or shrubs.

Predators of the Springbok include Lion, Leopard, Cheetah, Hyena, African Wild dog, Jackal, Caracal, and people.
The springbok is one of South Africa’s most successful game farming animals.
Since the turn of the last century, the Springbok has been and still is the National Animal Emblem of the South Africa. 
