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JAEI Environmental Corner

Earth Day - 22nd April

Earth Day is held yearly on 22 April to promote awareness of and appreciation for Earth's environmental issues. 

On this day, people of all nationalities and backgrounds will voice their appreciation for the planet and demand its protection. Together we will stand united for a sustainable future and call upon individuals, organizations, and governments to do their part.
Do what's necessary to bring about change. YOU can make a difference. 
It is an opportunity to celebrate Planet Earth and God’s Creation!  Earth Day is recognised around the world by people of all backgrounds regardless of race, gender, nationality or faith. It is an occasion for the world's citizens to commit to building a safer, healthier, cleaner, sustainable world. 
Earth Day is a global movement to highlight and address environmental issues. These are just some of the major environmental issues our Planet faces: 
· the greenhouse effect, global warming and climate change; 
· destructive energy sources versus sustainable alternate energy sources;
· toxic waste and ways of effective, efficient responsible waste management;
· groundwater contamination, abuse of water resources, wetland destruction, and pollution of waterways and the oceans;
· the impact of litter on our water resources and on ecosystems;
· overfishing and unsustainable fishing of our seas and oceans; 
· destruction of rainforests; 
· expanding deserts. 
Because we humans caused the problems Earth now faces, it is our responsibility to find solutions. 
Earth Day is a platform to conscientise citizens on what we can do to make a difference and to encourage people to get involved and do something to make a difference. If we each do something the collective effort will make a big difference not only to South Africa but worldwide.
The first Earth Day was held on April 22, 1970. It is believed that this was the start of the modern environmental movement 
Some Prayers for Earth Day 
· Father God, we thank you for this earth, our home; for the wide sky and the blessed sun, for the ocean and streams, for the towering hills and the whispering wind, for the trees and green grass. 

We thank you for our senses by which we hear the songs of birds, and see the splendour of fields of golden wheat, and taste autumn's fruit, and rejoice in the feel of snow, and smell the breath of spring flowers.

Grant us a heart opened wide to all this beauty; and save us from being so blind that we pass unseeing when even the common thornbush is aflame with your glory.  Amen 
· Heavenly Father, thank you for our life-giving Earth that we celebrate today on Earth Day.  Bless all the celebrations, educational programs, and projects that seek to express our appreciation for this great gift.  May we be zealous for the Earth not just today, but every day of our lives.  Guide us in the monumental and important mission of restoring the integrity of creation. We dedicate our lives anew to you and to this great work of our time. Bless all our efforts that they may bear tremendous fruit.  Amen.

· Most gracious God, we come before you to pray for the wellbeing of the planet. You alone know the full extent of the destruction we have wrought to your beautiful handiwork, and what needs to be done to remedy it.  We pray for the people around the globe who suffer because of environmental damage. We pray for the defenceless creatures harmed or made extinct by our selfishness and ignorance.  We pray for the oceans, air, mountains, plants, and soil, that life and health may again pulse in them.  We pray that we humans have a change of heart and stop harming the planet.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us that we may have the passion and wisdom to work effectively to restore your creation.  Guide us in our personal, congregation, and community efforts.  Give us strength to continue on with this work when it is difficult and requires sacrifice.  Bless the Earth and all its life in every way. Amen.

