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JAEI ENVIRONMENTAL CORNER

Year of Special Days 2014

For many parishes, starting an earth caring journey is not easy.  In order to help you in your task, SAFCEI (Southern African Faith Communities Institute)  would like to share the 2014 edition of the Year of Special Days and its accompanying calendar spreadsheet with you to help you get you started.

The booklet lists all the major social justice and environmental days in our global and local South African calendar, providing background notes, activities, guiding ethical questions and useful contacts for each day. It can be used in a variety of ways: to plan unusual and memorable services and celebrations, as a framework for thought provoking small group study, action and activism and as a guide for youth and children’s activities.

PRIVATE LANDOWNERS, GOVERNMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL NGO’S JOIN HANDS TO ACHIEVE GREAT GAINS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF SOUTH AFRICA’S GRASSLANDS AND WETLANDS
A major milestone for the conservation of South Africa’s grasslands and wetlands was reached on 22 January 2014 when the MEC for Economic Development, Environment and Tourism, Ms. Pinky Phosa, declared five new protected areas in Mpumalanga.

South Africa’s grasslands are poorly represented in formal protected areas and this declaration will now add over 73 000 hectares of important grassland habitat to the network of protected areas within the Province.

The new protected areas are:

· The Chrissiesmeer Protected Environment (60 203 hectares); 

· The Kwamandlangampisi Protected Environment, near Wakkerstroom which is extended by 3094 hectares; 

· The Mabola Protected Environment (8772 hectares), also near Wakkerstroom; 

· The Tafelkop Nature Reserve (1208 hectares); and 

· The first community-owned protected environment in Mpumalanga, known as the Mndawe Trust Protected Environment (826 hectares), near Lydenburg. 

In all of these recently declared sites, biodiversity stewardship has been a critical factor in enabling cost effective protected area expansion. It avoids taking land out of agricultural production, and has offered land owners a way to contribute to national biodiversity targets and benefit from incentives under biodiversity stewardship.

Grasslands host a number of endemic and threatened bird species, while wetlands like the Chrissiemeer pans support large populations of water birds. 

The Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) focuses on the conservation of threatened species and their habitats. Both Wakkerstroom and the Chrissiesmeer Lakes District are proposed Ramsar sites (wetlands of international importance) and provide critical habitat for numerous threatened species. The EWT spearheaded landowner engagements in Chrissiesmeer which culminated in the declaration of the Chrissiesmeer Protected Environment.

"These sites all fall within the Grassland Biome and the Chrissiesmeer Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs). Chrissiesmeer pans and surrounding grasslands are immensely important for waterbirds and for threatened grassland birds, such as the African Grass Owl," said Mark Anderson, CEO of BirdLife South Africa.

Press release (abridged) by Endangered Wildlife Trust (29th January 2014)
