From a Theology of Plunder to a Theology of Wonder
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Most of us have not been raised with a theology of creation. We have been taught that our true spiritual home is heaven - we are ‘pilgrims through this barren land’.  Until the Middle Ages, the Church had a strong theology of creation. Science and faith spoke the same language. Their clear understanding of cosmology was based on Genesis. Genesis taught us that humans were called to love God, to be reconciled to one another and to care for Creation.

The discovery that the Earth moved around the sun came as a bombshell - the dethronement of the earth as central to the universe challenged the theology of creation - and Galileo was condemned as a heretic. 

Science and religion began to develop on different paths. The theology of creation was lost and the church focused on the Christian story - on redemption and salvation.

As their understanding of the universe was threatened so the Church moved away from a theology embracing creation to a theology focussing on the Fall and Redemption of humankind.

The split between Church and Science widened with Darwin’s further discoveries. In the case of evolution most of the religious world clung to the Genesis account as a document of both faith and science. Religion was unable to enter into creative dialogue with the new scientific view of the cosmos. During the age of Enlightenment, science was impoverished by the lack of spiritual insights. Science could answer the question ‘how’ but not the question ‘why’. God was seen at best as a ‘clockmaker’ leaving this machine for humans to control.  

Nature was no longer alive or permeated with spiritual presence, it was objectified and lost any rights. It was seen as simply matter to be manipulated to satisfy human need or greed. The industrial revolution primarily took place in Christian countries where the sense of the spiritual value of creation had been lost. 

As the church turned inward and focussed on personal salvation and debates about doctrine, the scientific community developed a parallel salvation story – the power of science and technology to save the world.

Some of those dreams have turned into nightmares.  The Christian world had moved from a theology of wonder to a theology of plunder.

So how do we rediscover our theology of creation?  Perhaps it is in fact new developments in science that are enabling us to rediscover parts of our faith that have been lost.

An iconic moment was the first viewing of our Earth from outer space.  This picture of the blue planet as a living vital being as opposed to an object to be abused has entered our consciousness...

Scientists are now revealing more mysteries, and we are recovering the sense of wonder at how the world was made – we also need to reclaim the theology of why it was made. We need to move from a theology of plunder back to a theology of wonder...

I believe in one God the Father Almighty,
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